National Council of State Agencies for the Blind

Spring Conference

Business Meeting Minutes
April 15, 2011
Hyatt Regency Hotel 

Bethesda, Maryland
Call to Order and Recognition of Quorum – President Barbara Madrigal (TX) called the meeting to order and recognized a quorum at 9:05 a.m.
Approval of Business Meeting Minutes, November 12, 2010 – Motion was made for approval by Dr. Michael Gandy; Second by Dr. Pearl Van Zandt.  Motion Passed.
President Madrigal noted that she had recently e-mailed the CSAVR settlement/acceptance letter to all NCSAB members.  She called members’ attention to the significant work that had been done on the settlement by NCSAB members of the joint Task Force including Greg Trapp, Ray Hopkins and Dr. Pearl Van Zandt.  Discussion followed regarding acceptance of the settlement offer.

Motion to accept CSAVR settlement offer:  Dr. Michael Gandy;  Second: Karen Keninger; Motion passed.
NCSAB TREASURER'S REPORT
As of April 11, 2011

BALANCE FROM January 1, 2011


CHECKING WELLS FARGO



$16,601.39


SAVINGS WELLS FARGO



$51,122.39

TOTAL BANK BALANCE January 1, 2011
$67,723.78
CHECKING WELLS FARGO








REVENUE



Dues Payments



$ 2,000.84

Conference Income



$12,513.30

Transfer from Savings


$ 2,000.00



Total Revenue



$16,514.14


EXPENDITURES 

Policy Advisor(12/10;1/11,2/11,3/11)$18,000.00

Policy Consultant(1/11,2/11,3/11)
$11,250.00

Misc.(Pol.Cons.Exp;postage;tax fee)
$   322.70

Total Expenses 



$29,572.70 

CHECKING BALANCE 





$ 3,542.83

SAVINGS WELLS FARGO








REVENUE



Dues





$ 8,230.00



Conference Income



$   620.00



Interest




$    22.79



CSAVR Partial Payment/Fraud Loss
$90,000.00



Total Revenue



$98,872.79


EXPENDITURES

Transfer to High Yield Savings
$149,995.18



Total Expenses



$149,995.18

SAVINGS BALANCE





$ -0-

HIGH YIELD SAVINGS WELLS FARGO


REVENUE



Transfers from Closing Account
$149,995.18



Dues





$  8,330.00



Conference Income



$  3,655.00



Interest




$
62.79


EXPENDITURES



Transfer to Checking


$  2,000.00



Online Images 1 Month Fee

$
 3.00

SAVINGS BALANCE





$160,039.97

TOTAL NCSAB CHECKING AND SAVINGS 4-11-2011

$163,582.80

OTHER:

By moving to a High Yield Savings account, our interest rate changed from 0.15% to 0.3%.  There are no fees (unless we opt for occasional imaging option).  I used this once to review conference receipts.

Dues for 2011 have been paid by 74% of Members.  Several agencies have contacted us recently and are in process.  The total in Dues received to date is $64,450.00.  Dues may now be paid online from our website, via PayPal.

We are investigating potential fraudulent use of account card for $1.50.  The amount is minor, but we need to assure this will not occur again.  The card had been destroyed and use was in a different state.  The bank has now cancelled that card number to prevent any further attempts at usage.  The bank has cancelled the transaction and is investigating.

We are using duplicate signatures now for all checks written.  A log of checks written and check card usage will accompany each future Report (page 3 of current report).

We are working on a document of procedures for managing the organization’s finances.  The Bylaws have general duties/responsibilities, but with the increase in direct management, we need a more detailed guide.

Finally, I have begun working on the IRS 990 for 2010.  When complete, it will be made available to the full membership.

Pearl Van Zandt

NCSAB Treasurer

NCSAB Bank Card Expenditures

11/5/2010 $13,297.93 San Diego Sheraton Pre-Payment 


NOTE: $1,717.35 was reimbursed via credit back to the account.

11/26/2010 $12.50 FedEx (mailing documents to Mat Haley/CSAVR)

11/23/2010 $29.81 FedEx (Kinko’s Printing)

11/26/2010 $36.00 to State of Virginia Corporation Commission
(Annual and Late Fees)
12/1/2010 $5.60 Postage (mailing checks to Trapp for signatures)

NCSAB Checks Written with Dual Signatures

1532 11/30/2010 $5,403.84 Fred Schroeder


$4,500 Consultant Fee; $903.84 Expense Reimbursement

1533 11/30/2010 $1,200 Catriona McDonald


Expense Reimbursement

1534 11/30/2010 $358.97 Helen Keller National Center


Conference Registration Reimbursement

1535 1/4/2011 $4,500 Fred Schroeder


Consultant Fee Dec. 2010 Invoice

1536 1/18/2011 $233.70 Internal Revenue Service


Tax Fees 2008

1538 1/19/2011 USPS $5.10 Postage

1537 2/3/2011 $4,500.00 Fred Schroeder 

January 2011 Invoice

1539 2/3/2011 $3,750.00 Linchpin Strategies, Inc.

January 2011 Invoice

1540 2/3/2011 $67.90 Tandra Hunter-Payne

Reimburse Fall 2010 Conf. Meals

1541 3/8/2011 $3,750.00 Linchpin Strategies, Inc.


February Invoice

1542
3/8/2011 $4,500.00 Fred Schroeder


February Invoice

1543 4/1/2011 $3,766.00 Linchpin Strategies, Inc.


Inv. 747-C (March and Expenses)

1544 4/1/2011 $4,500.00 Fred Schroeder


March Invoice
Motion to Accept Treasurer’s Report:  Dr. Michael Gandy; Second: Karen Keninger; Motion passed.
Committee Reports/Action Items :

Blind Rehabilitation Training Centers Committee:  Committee Chair Rita Houston reported that the BRTC committee met and adopted the following 3 goals:

· Provide a forum for NCSAB committee members to discuss prevailing issues and promising practices that result in improved services to individuals who are blind;
· Change the name of the committee to “Blindness Training Issues Committee”;
· Survey state agencies regarding blindness training centers in their states, including such topics as how many centers exist; are they public or private; how are they funded; is the training based on structured discovery or the traditional method, etc.

Motion to Accept BRTC Committee Report:  Karen Keninger; Second: Dr. Pearl Van Zandt. Motion Passed.

Employment Committee:  Committee Chair Ed House thanked Dr. Michele McDonnall of Mississippi State University for her presentation on current MSU research projects, and reported that the Employment Committee had no additional action items.  

Motion to Accept Employment Committee Report:  Ed House; Second: Karen Keninger. Motion Passed.
Independent Living Committee:   Co-Chair Janet LaBreck submitted the following report on behalf of the Independent Living Committee:
The Independent Living committee met on April 14, 2011.  10 individuals attended the meeting.  Discussion: Attendees were requested to provide an update on their stimulus projects.  A description of the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind mobile eye care clinic was also provided.  Attendees were informed about the concept of New England On Sight and the partnership with New England College of Optometry to provide access to low vision evaluations for citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Information regarding the structure of the partnership; services provided; areas covered; referral process; type of low vision evaluations performed; aids and devices distributed and follow up services were discussed.  
A discussion regarding interest to resume the annual conference for OIB programs was also discussed.  A letter forwarded to RSA requesting their support to resume the annual meetings was positively received by RSA.  However, when the discussion with an RSA representative took place at the NCSAB conference the representative expressed concern regarding the low number of states responding positively to resume the annual conference.  Members of the Independent Living Committee disagreed with the above concern and suggested that a letter be forwarded to state directors with the goal of obtaining their support and to determine if respective states would be willing to send representatives to attend the conference.

Action: A motion was made to contact state directors to determine if they would support the annual OIB conference in addition to sending a representative to attend the annual conference.  All attendees were in favor of the motion and there were no objections.

As a result of the motion, a request to all state directors will be forwarded by May 1, 2011requesting their response to the above inquiry.  Upon receipt of the responses, the information will be forwarded to the NCSAB President and feedback from the inquiry will be shared with NCSAB committee members.  Additionally, the information will be shared with RSA to confirm the results of the inquiry with the goal of moving forward with resuming the annual conference if there is an adequate number of potential attendees.     

Motion to Accept Independent Living Committee Report:  Janet LaBreck; Second: Dick Long. Motion Passed.
Technology and Adaptive Techniques Committee:  Chair David DeNotaris commended the participation of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and its receptiveness to input as it moves to develop accessible currency.  He also called members attention to the value of Career Builder.com for persons with vision impairment.  He noted no action items for the committee.
Motion to Accept Technology and Adaptive Techniques Committee Report: Pat Cannon;  Second:  Linda Mock. Motion Passed.
Randolph-Sheppard Committee:  Terry Smith submitted the following  Randolph Sheppard Committee Report: 

 

The Randolph Sheppard Committee met on Wednesday afternoon, April 13th, to discuss topics of concern.  Most of the discussion centered around efforts to commercialize the interstate rest areas.  This would require Congressional approval but the idea has some momentum with several governors and state legislators urging Congress to allow it.  The Randolph Sheppard community is opposed to commercialization because  it could cost blind people jobs and hurt the income of their BE programs.  At the same time, there must be a back-up plan to include blind vendors in any commercialization initiatives.  Terry Smith, Catriona Macdonald, Nicky Gocos, and Dan Sippl will meet to develop a joint strategy.  There was also discussion about the new DoD rules and vending and efforts to interpret those to mean the R-S priority does not apply to troop dining.  Catriona and RSA are both dealing with that issue.  No action items came out of the meeting.  

 

During the general session, the Committee presented.  Dan Frye and Suzanne Mitchell from RSA gave a federal update.  Catriona Macdonald presented on national issues as NCSAB's policy advisor on Randolph Sheppard.  Dan Sippl and Nicky Gacos spoke on behalf of the consumer groups on life after the BEA.  

 

Liaison Report: Randolph Sheppard Vendors of America

 

Terry Smith represented NCSAB at RSVA's annual Sagebrush conference in Las Vegas in February.  He spoke on behalf of NCSAB on national issues facing Randolph Sheppard.  He has also been on several conference calls with Dan Sippl, RSVA President.  Some of those related to the RSA task force on revising the RSA-15 and some were with NABM talking about how to keep the momentum going after the BEA was disbanded.  

 

National Association of Blind Merchants. 

 

Terry Smith continues to work closely with NABM president Nicky Gacos.  They have been working together to resolve issues related to the USPS / National Vending contract.  Nicky has also been involved in calls with Dan Sippl on the future without the BEA.  Terry has also been in discussions with Nicky about BLAST which will be held in September. 

 
Motion to Accept Randolph-Sheppard Committee Report:  Terry Smith;  Second: Dr. Michael Gandy.  Motion Passed.
Officer Reports:  President Madrigal closing  comments:
President Madrigal reminded members that the Fall Conference would be held jointly by NCSAB and CSAVR October 23-27 in Chandler, Arizona near Phoenix.  
She noted also that a conference call was scheduled for members with RSA Commissioner Lynnae Ruttledge, June 16th at 4:00 p.m. Eastern time and that Fred Schroeder and Steve Wooderson encouraged members to dialogue with Commissioner Ruttledge around state experiences with the pilot monitoring process and with federal Schedule-A.   Mrs. Madrigal  added that the Bureau of Engraving has been invited to participate in the call.
Mrs. Madrigal reminded members that she recently e-mailed the revised Principles and Priorities for Reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act to all members and recommended their approval.   

Motion to Approve the revised Principles and Priorities for Reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act as distributed:  Dr. Michael Gandy;  Second: Dick Long.  Motion Passed.
President Madrigal announced that Ray Hopkins, Lou Oma Durand and Brian Sigman have been appointed as the Nominations Committee for 2011-2012 NCSAB Officers and Board.

She thanked the committee for their willingness to serve, and extended special thanks to Karen Keninger for her excellent service in organizing the spring conference.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the NCSAB Spring 2011 business meeting. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted 

Katy Morris 

Secretary
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