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1.  Maintain the Rehabilitation Act as a separate title in the Workforce Investment Act with a separate and distinct funding stream.  
Historically, people with disabilities, including blind and visually impaired individuals, have not fared well in generic job training service delivery systems.  For this reason, the NCSAB believes that the vocational rehabilitation program must remain separate under Title IV of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA).  Further, the NCSAB believes that it is vital that funds appropriated for vocational rehabilitation services be restricted to activities authorized under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended (Act). To allow funds appropriated to support disability employment services that are intended to benefit job seekers with disabilities to be diverted to support generic workforce programs would result in people with disabilities being more isolated and less involved in the mainstream of America’s workforce.

2.  Maintain the option for states to have a separate agency for the blind. 
Research data and RSA Performance Standards and Evaluation Indicators consistently show that blind and visually impaired individuals achieve better employment outcomes when served by specialized vocational rehabilitation agencies for the blind.  The NCSAB strongly supports retaining the authority of states to operate vocational rehabilitation programs for the blind under a separate designated state unit as authorized under Section (101)(a)(2)(A) of the Act.  Access to specialized services is an important element in the concept of consumer choice and flexibility.

3.  Retain language in the Rehabilitation Act establishing the Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration as a Presidential appointee requiring Senate confirmation.  

The vocational rehabilitation program is the only state/federal program providing comprehensive employment-related services to people with disabilities.  It is essential that the RSA Commissioner be at a level to advocate effectively on behalf of the independent living and employment needs of people with disabilities.

4.  Maintain all service and training programs under the Act under the direction of the RSA Commissioner.  
The RSA Commissioner has authority over Titles I, III, Vi and VII of the Rehabilitation Act.  These programs provide a complementary array of services for adults with disabilities.  These programs need to continue to function as an integrated whole under the direction of the Commissioner.

5.  Amend the Act to allow program income from all sources to be used as match for the Title I program.  
At the present time, Social Security reimbursement income may not be used as match.  The NCSAB believes that amending the Act to allow funds from federal sources to be used as match will help states meet their match requirements while creating an incentive for states to work with Social Security Disability Insurance beneficiaries and Supplemental Security Income recipients to obtain high quality employment outcomes.

6.  Expand funding for training programs in blindness rehabilitation and reinstitute an RRTC on blindness and low vision.  

Most consumers who are blind prefer to receive vocational rehabilitation services from professionals trained to work with persons who are blind and from agencies specializing in this service area.  Accordingly, the NCSAB urges support for specialized services for the blind through expanded funding of innovative training programs in blindness rehabilitation.  Specifically, the NCSAB believes that a Research and Training Center on blindness and low vision should be reinstituted and that rehabilitation counseling and rehabilitation teaching programs continue to be supported.

7.  Continue to recognize homemakers as a successful vocational rehabilitation closure.  
Homemakers are contributing members of society, often providing invaluable support within a household allowing other family members to pursue gainful employment.  The NCSAB believes that the vocational goal of “homemaker” should be better defined within the Act and regulations.  Such a definition would increase the likelihood that persons choosing a vocational goal of homemaker would receive appropriate related services.

8.  Preserve Independent Living Services for Older Individuals Who are Blind.

Title VII Chapter 2 of the Act authorizes independent living services to individuals who are blind over age 55.  The NCSAB feels strongly that in states with two Designated State Units, the older blind program must continue to be administered by the agency for the blind.  The NCSAB also believes that the Title VII, Chapter 2 program must remain separate and distinct from other independent living programs.  To preserve the specialized nature of the program, the State Plan for Independent Living Services for Older Individuals Who are Blind must remain separate and not be included in the State Plan for other Independent Living services. 
9.  Amend the formula for the distribution of funds under Title VII, Chapter 2.  
The NCSAB would like to see assurances in the Rehabilitation Act for minimal COLA Increases to all states when additional funds are appropriated for Title VII, Chapter 2 and see the base award for each state raised to $350,000.  Many states have had funding for Older Blind services frozen for many years.  Raising the minimum allotment would assist low population states to better meet the needs of older blind individuals.






