National Council of State Agencies for the Blind

Spring Training Conference

April 23-25, 2008
Hyatt Regency Bethesda
One Bethesda Metro Center
7400 Wisconsin Avenue

Bethesda, MD 20814

301-657-1234

Vito DeSantis, President

Great Practices Great Results
Wednesday, April 23, 2008
11:00 – 1:00 


Registration        

11:30 – 1:00


Executive Committee Luncheon   

Opening Session



1:00 – 1:15
Welcome, Opening Remarks and Introductions,

Vito DeSantis, President, NCSAB
 

1:15 – 1:45


“CSAVR Update”





Carl Suter, Chief Executive Officer, Council of State 




Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation





“Update from the Rehabilitation Services 





Administration”

1:45 – 2:40


”RSA Update”
Tracy R. Justesen, Assistant Secretary, US Department of  Education and Special Education and Rehabilitative Services
William Knudsen, Deputy Assistant Secretary





Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services





U.S. Department of Education

Edward Anthony, Acting Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration
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2:40 – 2:45
Matt Ater – Comments by Matt Ater, Reception Sponsor, Integrated Concepts and Resource Corporation


Standing Committee Meetings

2:45 – 3:00
Committee Previews 
3:00 – 3:15
Break    

3:15 – 5:15
Committee Meetings




Independent Living:     


Bill Gibson, UT, Chair



Employment:           



Lou Oma Durand, WA, Chair


Technology and Alternative Techniques:  



Jim Kirby, SC, Chair



Randolph-Sheppard:    



Terry Smith, TN, Chair



Blind Rehabilitation Training Centers   



Dave Eveland, HI, Chair


SRC/Commissioners Meeting

Pat Beattie, VA, Chair
6:00 – 8:00
Reception  
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Thursday, April 24, 2008
     Great Practices Great Results
7:00 – 8:50


Executive Committee Breakfast   

General Session



9:00 – 9:05


Welcome – Vito DeSantis
9:05 – 10:00
Dr. Fredric K. Schroeder, NCSAB Policy Advisor, VA





Catriona Macdonald, Blind Entrepreneur Alliance, VA



10:00 – 10:15

Break  

10:15 – 11:30

NCSAB Business Meeting
· Committee Reports

· Officers’ Reports

· Liaison Reports

· Other Business

11:30 – 1:15
Directors’ Luncheon Meeting – Directors and/or one Senior Staff designee




SRC/Commissioners may choose to meet for lunch 




at this time. 
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Great Practices, Great Results
1:15 – 1:20
Opening remarks on presentations facilitated by Patrick Cannon, NCSAB President Elect 
· Eye/Medical Ophthalmologists & Optometrists
1:20 – 2:10



Questions and Answers
Presenter:  Mark Adreon, State of Washington, Communication & Employer Consultant
· A Goal Without a Plan is Just a Wish
2:10 – 2:40



Questions and Answers

Presenters:  Beth Kennedy, DB Central; Nicole Bruce, DB Central; Barbara Purvis, National Consortium of DeafBlindness

2:40 – 2:55


Break  
· Competitive Employment: Successful Strategies from Public Agencies
2:55 – 3:25 



Questions and Answers

Presenter:  Adele Crudden, Mississippi State University, RRTC on Blindness and Low Vision

· Older Blind and Independent Living:  Achieving Independence
3:25 – 4:15 



Questions and Answers

Presenter:  Bob Deaton, Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired; Becky Criswell, Iowa Department for the Blind
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· Capitol Hill Perspective:  Reauthorization of Workforce Investment Act and Prospects for Changes in Randolph-Sheppard Act
4:15 – 4:55



Questions and Answers

Presenter:  Aaron Bishop, Professional Staff member for Senator Mike Enzi, Ranking Member of the Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions

4:55 – 5:00
Remarks from the President – Vito DeSantis
Friday, April 25, 2008
Great Practices Great Results
8:00 – 8:05
Welcome – Vito DeSantis, President NCSAB
8:05 – 9:00
Veterans Administration Vocational Rehabilitation Program

Questions and Answers


Presenter:  Bill Borom, Deputy Director, Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment, Department of Veteran’s Affairs
9:00 –10:15
Brag & Steal

Conference participants dialogue on “Great Practices, Great Results”

10:15 – 10:25
 Updates
10:25 – 10:45
Conference Wrap up, Closing Remarks & Adjourn, Vito DeSantis, President NCSAB




